Reflections on the Stations of EWC 2016

The Christian leader
Introduction
Pope Francis had a vision. He invited young people from around the world to Kraków,
Poland. Different people, people from all the corners of the globe. It is obvious that if they
come, they care, they don't simply want to meet but also to a get a chance for a new and
better life. It is obvious that they follow the ideals and that they dream of a better world.
Pope Francis wanted them to go to the World Youth Day as participants, but to leave as
leaders. Christian leaders. As people who do not complain about how the world is arranged,
but who change it, as those who take responsibility for it, who take responsibility for
themselves, for what is close to them but also for what is far from them, for the whole
creation.
We have written the reflections on this year's Extreme Way of the Cross to show that we
share the vision of Pope Francis and the vision of Jesus. We want to learn how to live from
Him, how to live a real, full and meaningful life. We want to follow in His footsteps. We see
in Him the model of the Christian leader.
One of the aims which we have set ourselves is to return to the sources. Do not we want to
rely on what we have been told about Jesus. We want to get to know Him. We want to be
with Him. That is why we are going on the way of the cross. Together with Him. We are also
consistent there. The Way of the Cross is a centuries-old tradition. We follow it but in our
own way. Here and now. The way we are. In our times, in our lives.
These reflections have been written by a dozen or so people. Together we form the
Community of Open Individualities with emphasis on Individuality. Individuality is not the
same as an individualist. Individualists try to stand out, whereas Individualities affect the
course of events rather than the other way round. They are the leaders of their lives, able

to to cope, to solve problems. They could well be alone, but they are also Open to others.
They don't consider themselves the wisest, although they have achieved a lot and are able
to do many things. And when they do open up, they want to co-create, to create together.
This is what Community means to us. It consists of Individualities who want to create
together, who dream of a better world and who transform it together.
And one more thing. I am a priest, but the reflections have been written by lay people. I
don't like this distinction because we are together. We have everything in common: both
they and I - we must know the Gospel, pray, help others, work, and manage our personal
lives. At the altar I celebrate the Mass, they participate in it with me. And after the Mass,
we all fight for survival. We face challenges, we love, we change, we develop. Therefore, the
reflections are not theoretical. They are based on real life. We first lived them, later thought
them over and prayed over them. Only then were they written down. We are practitioners,
not theoreticians. Everything we write about, we have checked out in real life.
We are the same people who invented the Szlachetna Paczka and Akademia Przyszłości
schemes. If you sometimes see my various forms of involvement, you can now discover the
secret behind what I do. I am not alone. I have never been. I have always been with them.
Today I would like to invite you to the way of the cross. It will take you in Christ's footsteps
to make you a Christian leader. And maybe also to co-create a better new world. Together
with us.
Let me invite you on behalf of the Community of Open Individualities.
Rev. Father Jacek WIOSNA Stryczek

First Station: Jesus is condemned to death

The Christian leader can turn every difficulty into success. There is no situation that can
not be turned around. You can always do things with class, solve problems in a big way.
But you must have the right attitude.

Jesus has little time left but he knows how to use it well.

Jesus, help me use the time which I have been given. Help me use it in great style.

The situation is hopeless, everything has been decided. There is nothing left to do but
sit down and cry. Everyone has conspired against him. In several hours his 33-year-old
life will be over. And that is also how the story of this Way of the Cross could end.

Oskar, a doctor

Sit down and cry - a lot of people do just that in life. Even when they have much more
time left than merely several hours. They allow themselves to be carried by a wave of
events rather than mould the reality around them. Jesus shows a different way. Jesus,
the model for the Christian leader, leaves His family and friends, but He does it in style.
He will use the few hours He has left to do great works, and finally to redeem the world.
I remember a time when I was finishing my studies at university. Low salary, poor
prospects for the future. Professional development would depend on the whim of
several bosses. The questionable choice between bootlicking and professional failure.
Either way - a life full of frustration. Then Jesus inspired me. "Go for it", "Jump in at the
deep end", whispered my heart. I emigrated. I bought a one-way ticket to one of the
European countries. I started from scratch. Without knowing anyone, with no job, no
roof over my head. Carte blanche. Only speaking the language, with a diploma and
experience. I didn't book a room in advance even for the first night. All my belongings
fitted in a small travel bag and a backpack. How I struggled to survive and achieve
something ... But it paid off. I specialised, made numerous contacts, earned money,
broadened my horizons, learnt numerous skills. Moreover, I made friends in many
places around the world. And finally I met my love as it was there that I met my wife.

Second Station: Jesus carries His cross
Jesus does not slip out from under the heavy cross, but He takes His and our things
on His own shoulders.
The Christian leader is someone who takes responsibility. For a project, for people, for
life. It is not a person who hides behind the others and thinks: "Someone should take
care of it", "It must be done", "It must be handled somehow." Exactly ... a person. The
impersonal aspect of the cited grammatical forms is evident. They express slippery
impersonality, because the idea is to slip out. To hide among others, to get away.
However, the leader is someone! It is obvious from the way they speak: "I'll handle it,"
"I will arrange it", "I would suggest that this could be dealt with by...".
In the past I preferred to slip out saying I didn't have time, something wasn't my
problem or that there were so many other things to do... "Someone needs to address
the issue. Well, but who? Can't I do it?!", this is what I thought when it turned out that
my friends' baby had a heart defect and a lot of money was needed to operate him.
Someone had to deal with it. With the help of other friends I organised a collection. We
collected the money in two days. Unfortunately, the operation didn't take place
because the several-day-old Dominik died on the way to hospital. Not everything

depends on us. And the leader is aware of that but not afraid to take responsibility and
do their utmost.
Today, instead of thinking, "Someone has to take care of it," I wonder if I can or should
do it myself. And if I take responsibility for any action, I know that it won't happen by
itself and that I have to take care of everything.
Jesus, help me to have a bold attitude to life. Help me so that I don't slip out but instead
take as much responsibility on myself as possible.
Dagmara, a pharmacist

Third Station: Jesus falls the first time
Jesus falls. He carries the burden of our human weaknesses. But the fact that He gets
up again makes Him Somebody, proves His worth.
The Christian leader falls. They admit they do. There are no perfect people, no mythical
heroes. They don't exist. A fall tells you about the calibre of the leader. What do they
do when they fall? Who are they 5 years later? I love reading biographies. Bill Gates set
up a company which went bankrupt. Albert Einstein didn't get into college. Thomas
Edison was dismissed by two successive employers. Even Steve Jobs was fired from the
company which he had founded. Nine out of ten new businesses fail. A simple
conclusion: your success depends on whether you will try again and if so, what
conclusions you will draw. What matters is fortitude. This positive excitement which
gives you the strength to pull yourself together and start anew. With even greater
determination. With the newly acquired knowledge. And with new willingness.

I keep a notebook where I list my failures. It contains a lot of entries, and it all started
with my job interviews. Most people think that I have never had trouble finding a job.
But this is not the whole truth. Actually, I've never had problems finding just any job at
all, but getting a job that interested me was a different story.
I remember my early unsuccessful job interviews and how depressed I was about how
badly I did. I didn't even wait for them to get back to me. After several such experiences
something in me snapped. I felt this positive urge, the feeling that "I must change
something." I understood that the most important thing was to draw conclusions. I
started keeping a notebook and after each interview I wrote down what had gone
wrong, what I hadn't known and then I tried to learn these things. Sometimes it was
technical knowledge and sometimes soft skills. And so, from interview to interview,
things improved. The questions repeated and I was getting smarter. Finally I got a job
as chief programmer at one of Kraków's companies. In my notebook I have notes from
over 40 interviews. And I still keep it. Of course, I'm not looking for a job all the time,
but it's not just about job interviews. Every situation is important, every failure,
everything I'm not happy with. I write down exactly what went wrong and my
conclusions. This is my recipe for success.
Jesus falls. It is not something to be proud of. You can say that He fell because of human
weakness. But every time He got up, He grew. He becomes Someone.
Jesus, help me to take on great challenges. And when I fall, give me the strength to get
up. Help me to become Somebody.
Rafał, an IT specialist

Fourth Station: Jesus meets His Mother

Marzena, a doctor

Mary is a model Christian leader. She transcends herself, she transcends her world to
eventually grow to accompany Jesus in His Passion and death. But also in His
resurrection.

Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry His cross

This for me is the most difficult scene. As a mother, I can not fully deal with what Mary
must have felt then. I can not cope with the thought that her mission required her to
look at the passion and death of her son. Her attitude amazes me all the more. What a
remarkable woman she must have been to survive. What great strength she must have
had... It didn't come from nothing. Right from the start, Mary coped with things which
transcended her world. First, she heard that she would bear the child of God and
conceive it through the Holy Spirit. To protect Him, she fled to Egypt. When Jesus was
about ten and got lost in a temple, she heard that after all He belonged to the Father,
so why was she looking for Him? And when He started teaching and she wanted to see
Him, she was told: "Who is my mother and who are my brothers? ...."

Two things strike me in this situation. And both are about giving. Jesus is not perfect,
invulnerable. He stops coping. My Lord stoops to the level of our limitations and as He
has a human body and has been brought to the extreme, He does His utmost. Literally
His utmost, although it's still not enough. The soldiers, who were probably perfectly
able to recognise the condition of the prisoner, feared that Jesus would die of
exhaustion on the way. And Jesus got as far as He could go. He struggled on, He didn't
let go, but He couldn't manage much more. Then He was given assistance and He
accepted it. Simon of Cyrene plays an important role in His life. We can say that at that
stage of the Way of the Cross, Jesus is alive thanks to him. Thanks to him Jesus may
complete the work of salvation.

A true Christian leader is a person who continually transcends their world. At first these
are small things, then they grow, like in Mary's case. Over time the leader develops this
attitude so that eventually they can sacrifice a lot for greater ideas.

My cousin and I were both 20 at the time and we shared a dream - to set up a sports
club in our village. We had immense enthusiasm and it seemed to us that by putting in
a lot of effort we could make it. It quickly became clear how much more we didn't have,
especially experience and time. The awareness of the enormity of things to do was like
coming against a wall. Such projects cannot be completed by just two people. The first
person I asked for help was our former catechist who was then the parish priest. And
then dozens, if not hundreds of other individuals and companies on many different
occasions. The club was set up and still exists because realising our limitations, we
allowed to be assisted. It turned out that many of those whom we asked for support
discovered that they shared our dream.

Each of us is called to this. It has happened many times in my life. For instance, when
my son went to kindergarten, I had to say 'no' to an upbringing which tells the children
that they are bad and "naughty" and to rebel on their behalf, on the behalf of
defenceless children... So that, for instance, with little effort from the teachers, they
could get a healthy diet.
Jesus, help me to transcend my own limitations. Broaden my world. Be with me so that
I am with You forever. For good and for evil. In death and in life.

Jesus carrying the cross gave his all and then allowed to be assisted.

The Christian leader gives his or her all. But once they can't go on, they accept
assistance, they cooperate... The Christian leader can do more, much more because he
or she knows how to cooperate. Much more can be done together with others.
Jesus, help me to understand that I don't have to be perfect and indestructible, but I
must know how to cooperate. To do great deeds with You.
Paweł, a corporate worker

Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
Veronica made a small gesture whose value was multiplied by God
Who was Veronica? I imagine that she had already met Jesus, that He had touched her
and transformed her. Therefore, hearing that He had been sentenced to death, she
came quickly. She wanted to meet Him again. How great must have been her desire to
relieve His suffering a little, since despite the soldiers around Him, she dared to push
through the hostile crowd of onlookers and wipe the Convict's face.

To be like Veronica, you also must have the courage. When I was in secondary school, I
discovered that I was shy and it began to bother me. I thought that if I found it hard to
speak in class, would I be able to take a stand on important issues among less friendly
people? But someone's life may be at stake... I was already feeling responsible for
others. And since then I began to overcome my shyness, to speak up for the sake of
practice. To this day I sometimes feel intimidated in a large group, but I know that I can
overcome this feeling, speak my mind and act according to the values which I follow.
Jesus, give me the courage to confront the crowd. Allow me to understand small
gestures which are of great importance. Help me to be a courageous but also a sensitive
person.
Ola, an entrepreneur

Seventh Station: Jesus falls the second time
The Christian leader can't afford to whine

For me, Veronica is first and foremost a witness to hope. Although it seemed that it was
all over, she felt that showing love made sense. Although seeing the cruelty of the
Passion, the tangibility of the cross, the proximity of death, wiping His face could not
be of much help, she nevertheless made this small gesture. She gave as much as she
could. Just like that, without weighing the value of this gesture.

"I'm so hopeless!" "I messed things up again!" "What a fool I am!". Have you ever said
or thought things like these about yourself before? I think it has happened to everyone
... it certainly has to me many times. And it was followed by other depressing thoughts:
"I'm no good", "I'm never good enough", "I'll NEVER manage that". Why do I think and
say such things about myself? Perhaps to justify myself or so that someone denies it,
or feels sorry for me? But when I say it, I don't actually believe it myself! It's as if I had
to unwind after failing something.

The Christian leader understands the importance of small gestures. If they regard them
as sensible, they overcome fears and all obstacles - like Veronica. They know that God
can multiply every little piece of love and use it to transform someone's life, to
transform the world.

The Christian leader can't afford to whine. At least I haven't seen any good leader who
would say things like that.

When I was the leader of the formative group, several participants had very big spiritual
problems. Sometimes it was hard for them to bring themselves to pray, let alone
meditate daily on the Bible or make resolutions. I had concerns about whether our
work together made sense seeing that every week they spoke more about their failures
than their successes. I myself didn't always succeeded either. But firstly I had the
motivation to do my best for them, to share some positive thoughts with them. And
secondly, when I couldn't get things right, I shared with the group how I would improve
the situation and I later put it in action. After some time, it turned out that my attitude
motivated them, gave them strength. The crisis was overcome.

It reminds me of a situation: I was once picking up my daughter from the crèche. At one
point I looked out of the window and saw a man lying on the pavement. He was moving
his arms and legs, but he couldn't get up. My first thought was that he was probably
drunk. There are others, someone will help, after all, my baby is waiting for me. I was
close to behaving like the "weeping woman". Feel sorry and go on. Fortunately, I had
this reflection: what will happen if everyone thinks so? I took my baby back to the
crèche and ran out. It turned out to be an elderly, ailing man. He had memory lapses,
he didn't know where he lived and he was very weak. I helped him up and called an
ambulance. I was with him until it came.

Feeling sorry for yourself and giving yourself a hard time are an easy way out. And a
destructive one. But Jesus, the true Christian leader – looks for strength in Himself.
Feeling sorry for yourself is an expression of helplessness.

The Christian leader is a person who doesn't feel sorry for people but who instead starts
improving the world by helping others. They don't get emotional and maudlin, they
rather act and solve problems.

Jesus, help me to become brave. Courageous. And to think positively.

Lord, give me the sensitivity and strength to be open and to react to human misery with
love rather than compassion.

Martyna, an IT industry worker
Kamila, a doctor

Eighth Station: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
The women are sorry for Him. But they haven't thought that instead of crying, they
could offer to help Him.
Jesus is very tired, this is another hour of His Way of the Cross. He hurts all over, He has
no strength left, He has already fallen a couple of times... His struggle evokes great
compassion in the women He meets on the way. Their tears show Him how much they
are sorry for Him. They feel sorry for Him. But why can't they just help Him? Hold the
heavy cross for a while? It is easier for them to "cry", to sympathise and to wail than to
really help.

Ninth Station: Jesus falls a third time
Jesus' subsequent falls show His determination to fulfil His life mission.
It seems that the answer to the question of how many times can you fall down on your
way to the top is simple: as many times as you need. If Jesus fell, you too can fall many
times provided that you always find the strength to get up. The basic question is not
"How many times?", but "How to get up every time?".

I remember very well our first trip to the Alps. Over the last 400 meters to the summit
of Mont Blanc, I fell seven times. Every time I vomited, but after the first two times I
had practically nothing to vomit. It sounds brutal, but this is what these falls are like.
There, near the summit of Mont Blanc, the altitude, the fatigue and my last meal which
had not been very nourishing, they all did their job. Common sense, my team-mates
and my body spoke together after each of the seven falls: "Descend," they said, but I
got up and continued my way to the top. I fell and got up again. On a very narrow ridge
of the highest mountain in Europe. In the end, I got to the top. How was it possible? I
just - I stopped listening to myself and the others and what my body told me - in a sense,
I denied myself to be able to go on.
The Christian leader gets to the top. Also, to the top which is impossible to climb.
Because they have the power of self-denial. How determined Jesus must have been to
climb to the top of Calvary where he was to die in agony. At Mont Blanc I got up each
time in anticipation of victory, of climbing to the top, of success. I think Jesus was
capable of complete self-denial which culminated with His death, because He saw the
perspective of SALVATION beyond death. Salvation of the whole world. It is typical of
Jesus to strive for salvation for Himself and for the others, and every leader should have
a little of that feature.
Jesus, help me to deny myself so that I can succeed.
Marcin, a scientist and physiologist

Tenth Station: Jesus' clothes are taken away
The situation we find ourselves in may not depend on us. But what we do about,
does.

With or without clothes. It doesn't matter. The leader is the leader. The circumstances
don't change anything. If I were born elsewhere, in other times, and I would become a
doctor, a computer programmer or anyone else, it wouldn't make the slightest
difference.
Sometimes I meet people who can work well only in conditions which they are used to.
It's easy to locate them. They have been working in the same job for 10 years and living
what they learnt during the first year of their career. And when they finally lose their
job, they ask: "Why was I so unlucky?" There are two things. Firstly, the leader never
does the same thing for 10 years. Secondly, the leader never asks, "Why me?" They
know how to find themselves in a new situation, they somehow "seize" it so that it
bears as much good fruit as possible. The situation in which we find ourselves may not
always depend on us. But our reaction does. It reminds me of St. Ignatius who was
asked what he would do if the pope ordered him to close down the Jesuits. He replied:
"15 minutes of prayer in the chapel would be enough for me to come to terms with it
and to start from scratch again."
Everything depends on us. Therefore, you need to be prepared. Trained. You need to
check yourself out. Go beyond familiar situations. Intertwine successes with failures. If
you are successful all the time, it means that your tasks are too easy. I remember
someone saying at the last European conference on management of IT projects: "I
wouldn't be happy if everyone wanted to hire me. This would only mean that my hourly
rate was too low". Continuous work. Continuous progress. Continuous change. Then
you can feel good in all conditions.
Jesus, give me tasks which are too difficult for me and I will try to do them for You.
Rafał, an IT specialist

Eleventh Station: Jesus is nailed to the cross

Jesus, I'm listening. Talk to me about my life, about the mission. About what I must do
so that my life makes sense.

In order not to run away from the cross, you must have a sense of the meaning of
your mission.

Angelika, a doctor

When I reflect on how to be a Christian leader and I look and think about Jesus nailed
to the cross, I am reminded of a key moment in my life.

Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the cross

When I was a teenager, I decided to serve God. I chose the medical profession as my
path. That's how I figured it out: serving God by serving people. But I was living in a
small village, I was attending an ordinary rural secondary school, I had no
"connections", I didn't even personally know any doctor. The people around me
frequently told me that the idea of studying medicine was cool, but that in my case it
didn't make sense - after all I was going to to the wrong school, I wasn't taking private
lessons and I wasn't attending appropriate courses. To tell the truth, I couldn't afford it.
I remember that these comments really surprised me and sometimes hurt me. I could
start having doubts and give up. But I also remember that my relationship with God
gave me great strength and confidence in the fact that this idea made sense. I didn't let
people spoil it for me. They would hammer these pins and nails, but I had a mission
whose sense I deeply believed in... Today I am a doctor and I can serve the way I have
always wanted to.
For me, the image of Jesus hanging on the cross is a story about understanding the
sense of one's mission which is necessary not to flee from the cross. Openness is
needed to accept a mission from God - after all it's an idea which flows from Him to
me. And I want to listen to it. To understand it, so that it also becomes my idea. So that
I'm compatible with it. So that I live in harmony. On the other hand, I have to be very
resistant to what the others think, sometimes even people very close to me. To fulfil
my mission I have to be resistant to these nails hammered on my way.

Don't take your life too seriously as you won't exit it alive anyway!
Death is a subject which is strangely close to me. I started the first sermon in my life
with words which still resound in my ears, "Don't take life too seriously as you won't
exit it alive anyway." The inevitability of death reminds me of the necessity to keep
things in perspective, it teaches me humility and snaps me out of self-focus. When I
was working in a hospice, I was struck by the example of Kasia who experienced the
death of both parents within several months and consequently decided to stop doing
her job. From a translator she became a person working with the terminally ill. She
realised that she wanted to live differently and make better use of her time.
Jesus' life inevitably led to Golgotha. He probably thought about it more than once. He
wondered where to put the next step. Which way to go, but even more so - why. This
is thinking "backwards": at the beginning you must to reflect on your death. For myself,
thinking about Jesus' death is healing. It stops me from being selfish and allows me to
change my life to make it more real. Death is the gateway to life, preachers sometimes
say. For me, this is true only in eternity, but also now. A person who is able to face the
prospect of their end, discovers another dimension of life. They live differently.
The Christian leader, following the example of Jesus, thinks about their future death.
As a result, they find another dimension in life and can lead others to the new reality.

Jesus, I want to immerse myself in Your death. I want to experience my death right now,
together with You. Jesus, I want to go through death to the new life with You.
Tomek, a cleric

Thirteenth Station: The body of Jesus is taken down from the
cross
Love is greater than death. You can continue loving even if the Beloved has died.
Matthew 27, 57-60 When it was evening, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, called
Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be handed over. So Joseph took the body,
wrapped it in a clean shroud and put it in his own new tomb which he had hewn out of
the rock. He then rolled a large stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away.
Now Mary of Magdala and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the sepulchre.
I marvel at the incredible beauty of the moment. After all, they were aware of the fact
that He was dead, that He wasn't feeling any pain. But they wanted to remove His body
from the cross. Not to expose it to the risk of further disgrace. Or simply to touch Him
one last time. To take a look at His face, to touch His hand, to move a strand of hair
from His forehead, to memorise every detail. To take care of that dead, wounded body
as if it were still alive. To say goodbye. To bury it with dignity.
I work at a onco-hematology ward and I have seen many goodbyes. In our ward we try
to make space for the family of the patient who has just died. So that they can say
goodbye to their loved one in privacy, face to face. Their loved one, but already dead. I
can't explain it, but this time is special. It can't be compared to anything else. It is a

mystery. Sometimes it has enormous power and great significance. Sometimes it seems
to me that our humanity is expressed at that moment, in the space and time of the
meeting between the relatives and a dead body. Someone who has died is still of great
importance for us. They are still important. Although they are dead. They still deserve
to be loved.
Once I understood it, I started to apply this knowledge dealing with smaller things.
Everything that I begin I also want to finish with the utmost care. This approach allows
me to finish wisely even what has been foolish in progress. For instance unsuccessful
friendships or tasks which I failed. I try, although it no longer has any benefits for me. I
love even when it is all over. You could say: the Christian leader knows how to finish
well; well meaning here carefully and meticulously. As if by finishing they were
simultaneously starting everything anew.
Jesus, when I die, when I lose, when my loved ones go away, start a new life with me.
Ksenia, a doctor

Fourteenth Station: Jesus is laid in the tomb
The tomb for a Christian is the end of an old life and the beginning of a new, fuller
one.
For us Christians, the tomb is not the end. It is a symbol of victory, because we believe
that ultimately it will be empty. The literal one at the end of our journey, but also the
metaphoric, everyday ones which life puts in our way.
I found myself in this metaphoric tomb when after passing an exam for an appointed
teacher, it turned out that due to the demographic decline, I could only work quarter-

time. A wife, two kids, a dog and no chances of buying a flat. I thought and I thought,
but the conclusion was obvious: I was responsible for my family. So I had to find a new
job. But here the question arose whether my profession, which was teaching, would
take me any further. Whether by looking for a new job in my old profession I would not
expose myself and my family to problems further on. After thinking it over I came to
the conclusion that I would start from scratch and find a job outside my profession.
Lying in the tomb is not over in a flash, it's not like you go in and out again. In my case,
it took nearly a year. One year, during which I worked mainly at nights, taking naps
during the day and looking after my children, and working part-time at school every
several days. But later, when I got a slightly better offer at school, I was already living a
new life, I had been promoted in my job and I knew it was time to leave the tomb and
say goodbye to the old life.
Now I'm in a completely different place. I have a better job, I earn more, I develop. It
was not just my life which has changed, but also the life of my whole family. I'm there
because of the tomb on the way. A situation with no way out. At least apparently so.
However, we Christians believe in the resurrection. We believe that one must die,
abandon the old life to start a new one. The Christian leader is like a butterfly: they
metamorphose: they die, abandon their old life to live the new life to the fullest.
Jesus, help me close my old life behind me. Open me to a new one. I want to have a
NEW, REAL AND FULL LIFE and I crave it.
Wojtek, a former teacher

Conclusion
In this case, the end also marks the beginning. I hope that you have many reflections.
And tomorrow, when you're not tired anymore, perhaps you will begin to dream, to
plan a new life. I wish you all the best. I hope that you will choose what is best. That
you will dare to abandon what is not worthy in your life. That you will choose something
new, A NEW LIFE. Life with Jesus, which opens you to a new life. And I have this dream
of you joining us, The Idealists. We feel like doing things. We feel like changing this
world for the better. But the world is huge. There must be more of us. More, but
nevertheless Individualities. Not average people or those who are content with just
anything, or who don't believe they can have impact on the world. You know, I want us
to be more numerous. Join us.
Rev. Father Jacek WIOSNA Stryczek

Translated by Klara Laudańska

